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Students Laura Nyhan (left) and Grace Hester participate in a presentation by Houseal Lavigne consultants.Brandon Neal, a consultant with Houseal Lavigne, speaks to students at Marie Murphy about the role of urban
planners Nov. 12. Photos by Alexa Burnell/22nd Century Media
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On Nov. 12, students from Avoca School District 37 were visited by
consultants from Houseal Lavigne, who asked seventh- and eighth-
grade students at Marie Murphy to give their input on the Village of
Northfield’s Vision Plan 2040.

Superintendent Kevin Jauch explained how the exciting opportunity
made perfect sense to him, considering that these young students
are the future of Northfield and the surrounding areas that comprise
District 37.

“Today’s workshops are a great way to remind kids that they are
capable of making positive change in their communities,” Jauch
said. “Through these workshops, students learn about civic
responsibility students. They’re not only part of the discussion but
may also be part of the change. Think how empowered they will
feel if some of their suggestions become incorporated into the final
plan.”

During their language arts and social studies classes, students put
their scheduled assignments aside to become part of the long-term
planning. In Hyung Ro’s social studies class, consultant Brandon
Neal greeted the students, eager to hear what the young children
had to say.

“We are at the tail end of the gathering-information phase,” Neal
said. “For about the past six months, we’ve been conducting
workshops and public forums, encouraging everyone and anyone to
come give us their thoughts and opinions. We are very interested in
hearing from students because we believe they will give us a fresh
perspective and helps us see the things that adults may not
consider. 

“After all, many of these kids will return after college to raise
families of their own either in Northfield or nearby, so it is important
that their voices are heard and the that changes made are ones
they hope to see long-term.”

As Neal began, he first taught students how urban planners help
solve problems and bring the community together to make changes
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for the better. He educated students on the types of planners, such
as regional, transportation, economic, environmental and more.
Neal explained that his goal was to help the Village create a 10-15
year plan that would bring out the best in the community.

Neal then asked students to select five things they’d like to see
fixed or improved in within the Village of Northfield. Some of the
most popular suggestions included improving sidewalks for better
walking and biking transportation; increasing the opportunity for
entertainment with a bowling alley and arcades; and adding more
open courtyards and public parks and spaces where families can
participate in a wide variety of leisure sports and activities, such as
recreational basketball, tennis, and more.

At the end of the presentation, Neal encouraged students to visit
the Village of Northfield website
at www.hlplanning.com/portals/northfield/ where they can contribute
more ideas, learn about future public forums and workshops and to
stay afloat to the next steps for the Village of Northfield Vision Plan
2040.

http://www.hlplanning.com/portals/northfield/

